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• A pair or men's shorts with in utiu- 
Hui*l laundry mark was one of the 
elite*.* FBI agents pursued in their 
.^arch for the assaHin of Dr. Martin 
Luther Kfng jf. in 1986,1 ” “ “* 
n^vijr disclosed yBI^ilea: ,, 

Agents also investigated seven men 
nkrafcdjohn Willard because the sus* 
peeled tumasaip used that name when 
lit> cheeked into a room*** house near 
tiie&ofci -&i*g r xtay*d on.his fa- 
trj vtatt to NffetufAi*- >*«'• 

■those details emerged in a review 
■>£ 442 pages of FBI liles on investi- 
tUjn oMhe April 4, 4968, slaying of 
flier #vil ,TAl$ts leader. The FBI re- 
k>b*4d tfcedocumenU from * total of 
I8/AKJ. pages to edmpiy with requests 
ut-dtf the. Freedom of Information 
>X There was no Indication whan ad- 
made-public 

A S^dse committee is investigating 
the fclng -Uyjng. r 

f first b&cii ;i of ptpejrs <fea&with 

the ui^eitJgation’s early days mid did 

not refer to James Earl Ray, who was 
arrested in. London on June, 8, 1968, 
iid latex? pleaded guilty to Shooting 
M/ g. Ray, serving a 99-year prison 
jernLhas since recanted and is scek- 
inrr td change hia plea and go to trial. 

The papers showed that hundreds 
of FBI agents chased scora# of, rumors 
and tyta and tried to use xtfpii clues as 
rhti'^pjrta and a man’s T-Shirt to trace 
the killer's Identity* The underwear 
was found in' a suitcase the assassin 
annarently left at the rooming house. 

t^entf called on the Textile Mark- 
ihg Machine Co. of Syracuse, N.Y., for 
it 4 j lu tracing the laundry markings. 
The theory was that pinpointing the 
laundr/ihat i washed the assassin's un- 
derjvnar might provide additional 
clues, to hlauclentity and whereabouts. 
Calls to j\l oi Textile’s sales repre- 



* .y^v**'** * 

•sentauvei' ‘'disclosed that only ofte 
area of the United States (th* 
Northeast) utilities this code ays tom,*' 
onesjpemo said. Agent* were ordered 
- Tr - — - — to cjitek' out a three-page list ofldun- 

'Bc0o#ding to drlqjk that^rj^illt fcaye made the mark- 



The documents do not indicat 
whether the laundry mark was ever 
traced. Nor do they show whether am f 
of the Joha. Willards became involved 
in the case. ; r • 

Agents iu >liw York asked the 
American Express Co. for credit ree- 
ords-©n*hyone named John Willard. 
The company came up With seven, all 
with different middle names Ojr ini- 
tials. / '< . - ' ; 

Agents found one John Willard of, 
home in Oxford, Miss., add deter- 
mined that he had been mowing his 
latf n at the time King w*s shbt 

Another John Willard in Harlan, 
Ky.. was found to have an “excellent 
reputation, 1 * and at age 65. with i 
“hurry blind., receding ha brittle, gmv 
hair and moustache/* he bar* no re* 
semblance to tho murder suspect; the 
Louisville FBI office reported. 

Very little of the materia] dealt 
with the possibility of a conspiracy to 
kill King. Some memos Indicated th at 
agents investigated whether the Min* 
utemen, a right-wing group, or the Ku 
Kiu Klan had planned the assassina- 
tion. Leaders of both groups were in- 
vestigated. 

The FBI checked out scores of tip^ 
particularly after newspapers pub- 
lished an artist’s sketch of the sus- 
pected assassin. 

A tipster in San Francisco told of 
an Air Force buddy who had “said he 
would kill King if he ever came to 
Memphis.” A woman reported that 
her husband had been told by an Abi- 
lene, Tex., service station attendant 
about a man who had stopped for yes 
and “said he was going to Memphis to 



lake care of the leaders of the demon- 
stration” 

Then there was the tipster who led 
the FBI to his friend. 

According to the documents, the 
iriend toid agents “he has had dreams 
•if a persona] nature for the past 13 
months that Invariably came true 
E^rJy In ):he morning of April G, he 
w JyiU*A that he had a dream or a vision 
mwLYyh lie saw two FBI agents who 
had a' third person in their custody 
-named (deleted) and who was identi- 
fied rs Uio assassin of Martin Luther 
King / 1 

Tht* agents unite vvitnout elabora- 
tion, ‘"No fun hot* fiction heir 4 t3ken 



